
FUNERALS - TOP Common Mistakes we all make

1.	 The Vigil
	 VIGIL FOR THE DECEASED

	 INTRODUCTORY RITES
	 Greeting
	 Opening Song
	 Invitation to Prayer
	 Opening Prayer

	 LITURGY OF THE WORD
	 First Reading
	 Responsorial Psalm
	 Gospel
	 Homily

	 PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
	 Litany
	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 Concluding Prayer

	 CONCLUDING RITE
	 Blessing
	 (Song)

_________________________________________
	 The Use of Psalms
	 Psalm 27 		  Steven R. Janco 		  See PAGE 9
	 Psalm 130		  Michael Hay			  See PAGE 9

2.	 Searching for that PERFECT Hymn in all the wrong places: 
	 Entrance and Communion Antiphons
	 Introit Hymns for the Church Year- By Christopher Tietze
	 World Library Publications WLP 017291  

	 Communion Antiphon:  May Light Eternal shine on Your Servant
	 by Normand Gouin 
	 Morningstar Music MSM 80-980
 

INTRODUCTORY RITES
	 Greeting
	 Sprinkling with Holy Water
	 [Placing of the Pall]
	 Entrance Procession
	 [Placing of Christian Symbols]
	 Invitation to Prayer
	 Opening Prayer
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
	 First Reading
	 Responsorial Psalm
	 Gospel
	 Homily
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
	 Litany
	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 Concluding Prayer
CONCLUDING RITE
	 Blessing
	 (Song)

VIGIL FOR THE DECEASED 
WITH RECEPTION AT THE CHURCH
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So many have asked where to find some of the sources for the Propers of the Mass.  Here is the best 
guide I’ve seen.  Not only does it give places they are for sale, but where the FREE downloads can be 
found.     http://blog.yankehome.com/index.php/projects/propers-resources/

Many other sources will be list in the coming issues of THE LITURGICAL MUSICIAN, published 
monthly by the Office for Liturgical Music, Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  Call the Office with your 
e-mail if you would like to receive it.  215-587-3696

Communion Antiphon:  May Light Eternal shine on Your Servant
	 by Normand Gouin 
	 Morningstar Music  MSM 80-980

Introit Hymns for the Church Year- By Christopher Tietze
	 World Library Publications WLP 017291  
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Other Suggested Hymns	

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
Amazing Grace
At the Lamb’s High Feast
God of Love (J. M. Thompson)
Hymn of Joy (Wordsworth)
I Call You to My Father’s House (Dufner)
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
I Know that My Redeemer Lives
Jerusalem, My Happy Home
Jesus Lives
Just a Closer Walk with Thee
Keep in Mind  (Deiss)                            see PAGE 8 
My Shepherd Will Supply My Need
My Soul is Longing for Your Peace
O God, Our Help in Ages Past
Pues Si Vivimos/When We are Living
The Strife is O’er
What Wondrous Love Is This
Yes, I Shall Arise

3.	 The real Psalm and nothing but the psalm: 
	 Responsorial Psalms
	
	 Psalm 23: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
	 Psalm 25: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.
	 Psalm 27: The Lord is my light and my salvation.
	 Psalm 42: My soul is thirsting for the living God: when shall I see him face to face?
	 Psalm 63: My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
	 Psalm 103: The Lord is kind and merciful.
	 Psalm 116: I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living.
	 Psalm 122: I rejoiced when I heard them say: let us go to the house of the Lord. 
	 Psalm 130: Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord.
	 Psalm 148: Let all praise the name of the Lord. (children)

VIEW THE GRAIL PSALTER:  (ENTIRE PSALM OR BY THE SUNDAY OR FEAST)
http://www.giamusic.com/sacred_music/RGP/psalmDisplay.cfm?psalm_id=315

Other FREE psalms collections:
	 St. Noël Chabanel Responsorial Psalms Website
	 http://www.ccwatershed.org/chabanel/

3



Psalm 91: 
 
Celebration Series text: 
 
Antiphon:  Be with me Lord, when I am in 
trouble, be with me, Lord, I pray. 
 
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord Most 
High,  
who abide in the shadow of our God. 
Say to the Lord: ‘My refuge and fortress,  
the God in whom I trust.” 
 
No evil shall befall you, no pain come near, 
for his angels stand close by your side, 
guarding you always and bearing you gently, 
watching over your life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Those who cling to the Lord live secure in his 
love,  
lifted high those who trust in his name.  
Call on the Lord, he will never forsake you,  
he will bring you salvation and joy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lectionary text: 
 
Antiphon:  Be with me Lord, when I am in 
trouble. 
 
You who dwell in the shelter of the Most 
High,  
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
Say to the Lord: ‘My refuge and fortress,  
My God in whom I trust.” 
 
No evil shall befall you, nor shall affliction 
come near your tent, 
For to his angels he has given command 
about you 
That they guard you in all your ways. 
 
Upon their hands they shall bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
You shall tread upon the asp and the viper; 
You shall trample down the lion and the 
dragon. 
 
Because he clings to me, I will deliver him; 
I will set him on high because he 
acknowledges my name. 
He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; 
I will be with him in distress; 
I will deliver him and glorify him. 
 
 
 
 
 

Revised Grail: 
 
Antiphon:  Be with me Lord, when I am in 
trouble. 
 
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most 
High, 
and abides in the shade of the Almighty, 
says to the LORD, “My refuge, 
my stronghold, my God in whom I trust!” 
 
Upon you no evil shall fall, 
no plague approach your tent. 
For you has he commanded his angels 
to keep you in all your ways. 
 
 
They shall bear you upon their hands, 
lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
On the lion and the viper you will tread, 
and trample the young lion and the serpent. 
 
 
Since he clings to me in love, I will free him, 
protect him, for he knows my name. 
When he calls on me, I will answer him; 
I will be with him in distress; 
I will deliver him, and give him glory. 
 

 
Psalm 23: 
 
Lectionary text: 
 
Antiphon:  The Lord is my shepherd,  
there is nothing I shall want. 
 
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not  
In verdant pastures he gives me repose; 
Beside restful waters he leads me; 
he refreshes my soul. 

 
He guides me in right paths 
for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk the dark valley, 
I fear no evil; 
for you are at my side; 
with your rod and your staff— 
that give me courage. 
 
You spread the table before me 
in the sight of my foes; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows. 
 

Only goodness and kindness follow me 
all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
for years to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Original Grail: 
 
Antiphon:  My shepherd is the Lord,  
nothing indeed shall I want. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit. 
 
He guides me along the right path; 
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort. 
 
You have prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. 
 
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord's own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. 
 
 
 
 
 

Revised Grail: 
 
Antiphon:  My shepherd is the Lord,  
nothing indeed shall I want. 
 
The Lord is my shepherd: 
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me; 
he revives my soul. 
 
He guides me along the right path 
for the sake of his name. 
Though I should walk in the valley 
of the shadow of death, 
no evil would I fear, for you are with me. 
Your crook and your staff will give me 
comfort. 
 
You have prepared a table before me 
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. 
 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord's own house shall I dwell 
for length of days unending." 
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4.	 A Sign of hospitality: Mass Settings and Hymns

5.	 Ave Maria
	 a.	 Prelude
	 b.	 After the prayer after communion

6.	 Song of Farewell
	 a.	 It’s real function - NOT Ritual Music  
	 b.	 Actual Text of the Liturgy

            “Saints of God”   Phillip Duffy     ICEL Collection

	 Song of Farewell      Steven Janco    GIA
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Song of Farewell 
 
OCF (174) 
1. 
R/ Receive his / her soul and present him / her to God 
the Most High. 
 
Saints of God, come to his / her aid! 
Hasten to meet him / her, angels of the Lord! R/ 
 
May Christ, who called you, take you to himself; 
May angels lead you to the bosom of Abraham.   R/ 
 
Eternal rest grant unto him / her, O Lord, 
And let perpetual light shine upon him / her.   R/ 
 
OCF (292) For Children 
2. 
I know that my Redeemer lives: 
On the last day I shall rise again.  R/ 
 
Refrain:   
And in my flesh I shall see God. 
(or) 
On the last say I shall rise again. 
 
I shall see him myself, face to face; 
And my own eyes shall behold my savior.  R/ 
 
Within my heart this hope I cherish: 
That in my flesh I shall see God.   R/ 
 
3. As above (Saints of God) 
 
OCF (403) Alternatives for the Song of Farewell: 
4. 
Lord our God, receive your servant, for whom, you shed 
your blood. 
 
R/ Remember, Lord, that we are dust: like grass, like a 
flower of the field. 
 
Merciful Lord, I tremble before you,  
Ashamed of the things I have done.  R/ 
 
5. 
You knew me, Lord, before I was born. 
You shaped me into your image and likeness. 
R/ I breathe forth my spirit to you, my Creator. 
 
Merciful Lord, I tremble before you,  
Ashamed of the things I have done; 
Do not condemn me when you come in judgment.  R/ 

 
6. 
I know that my Redeemer lives, 
And on that final day of days, 
His voice shall bid me rise again: 
Unending joy, unceasing praise! 
 
This hope I cherish in my heart: 
To stand on earth, my flesh restored, 
And, not a stranger but a friend, 
Behold my Savior and my Lord. 
 
7. 
Lazarus you raised, O Lord, from the decay of the tomb. 
R/ Grant your servant rest, a haven of pardon and 
peace. 
 
Eternal rest, O Lord,  
And your perpetual light. R/ 
 
8. 
You shattered the gates of bronze 
And preached to the spirits in prison. 
R/ Deliver me, Lord, from the streets of darkness. 
 
A light and a revelation 
To those confined in darkness. R/ 
 
“Redeemer, you have come,” 
They cried, the prisoners of silence. R/ 
Eternal rest, O Lord,  
And your perpetual light. R/ 
 



	

	 Song of Farewell      Dr. Peter LaManna

7.	 Just because it is on the internet it is true; 
	 just because it is in my Missalette it is right!

8.	 Procession to the Place of Committal

	 In Paradisum:  May the angels lead you into paradise
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Musical Repertoire for Funerals
ACMP Winter Workshop

Mary Beth Kunde-Anderson and John Romeri

Funeral Mass



Entrance Antiphons		 Richard Rice  
  

Psalms
	 Psalm 23		  Terrence Colopy
				    Lisa Stafford  (Two Gaelic Pieces for Funerals) 
				    John Goss (Anglican Chant)
	 Psalms 27		  Steven R. Janco

	 Psalm 42		  Paul Tate     WLP

	 Psalm 63		  Joseph Gelineau                    (see orange handout)
				    Michel Guimont

	 Psalm 130		  Michael Hay

	
	
Acclamation before the Gospel    

Offertory   			   Rest Eternal		  Gail Gilispie       WLP
				    We Shall Walk though the Valley    arr. Appling    WLP
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If you are a subscriber to the World Library Publications annual reprint license you may reproduce 
this assembly box. Reprints must contain all the information that appears in the box, including the 
copyright notice, composer, author, and title. For all other reprint permission, please call 800 566-6150.

Of You My Heart Has Spoken
Steven R. JancoPs 27

Copyright © 2008, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.
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The Lord Is My Light
Steven R. JancoPs 27
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Music copyright © 2008, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.
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Text © 1969, 1981, 1997, ICEL Mike Hay, 1953–1999
Music © 1993, World Library Publications
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Communion
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  Other sources for Communion Antiphons
	 Andrew Moytoka     http://www.communionantiphons.org/
	 Fr. Columba Kelly	 http://www.saintmeinrad.edu/the-monastery/liturgical-music/downloads/

Song of Farewell

	
	 Song of Farewell	 Lisa Stafford  	 WLP - Two Gaelic Pieces for Funerals
	 I Know That My Redeemer Lives		  Howard Hughes, SM    ICEL
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	 Song of Farewell	 Richard Proulx     	  GIA - Worship IV  No 198
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Procession to the Place of Committal
	
	 In Paradisum			  Chant 

	 May Angels Lead You Into Paradise	 Richard Proulx    WLP

	 May the Angels		  Howard Hughes, SM	 ICEL
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Music Reprinted under the following:  GIA/ OneLicense.net  License Number A-0716682; OCP/LicenSing online.org. License Number U16794 and 
 World Library Publications License Number ALD0211091.  All Rights Reserved.  Used with Permission.


